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Principally Speaking
Tim Waley, Principal

The school playing field has undergone substantial work during the past fortnight and is already looking improved 
from the additional attention. It should be great for the  AISA games in mid November.

Our Year 12 students seem reasonably relaxed with the challenges of examinations that start shortly. There was an 
enjoyable farewell assembly with them on Wednesday with some nice touches from Junior School students. I am sure 
you all join with me in wishing our Year 12’s well, confident they will do the very best of which they are capable and 
themselves proud as a result.

The school is completing the process of CIS re-accreditation and so we will be hosting CIS visitors who will be
evaluating us throughout next week.

I hope it is a wonderfully positive and productive term for all your children and look forward to meeting up with you 
occasionally along the concourses of the school.

Great to see everyone back and a warm welcome to those families new to AISM. I hope you all enjoyed a great break 
and everyone is relaxed and ready for the final term of the year.

During the break we received confirmation from New South Wales Education Authority’s (NESA) Inspectorate that  
AISM is fully compliant with all aspects of their requirements and has granted us renewal of recognition for the max-
imum five years in the provision of RoSA and HSC. Ivan McLean, with the support and efforts of our Heads of Depart-
ment, should be congratulated for a very good job with this somewhat lengthy and arduous process. Well done and 
thank you to all the staff involved in this process.

Kiosk Top-Up Machine

Top-up your cards / wristbands at our brand new kiosk top-up 
machine which is located right outside the Main Reception, before 
heading to the cafeteria.
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Junior School
Michelle Chaplin, Head of Junior School

Term Four is an amazing time of the year from the perspective of the teacher as we truly appreciate how much each 
and every one of our students has grown throughout the year. The demands we set for our students in Term Four are 
so far advanced from what we would have considered them capable of doing in Term One. It is a wonderful time to 
reflect on their skills, achievements and their growth as a whole person. This is the term where it all comes together 
and we can consolidate to ensure the students can start the next year feeling safe and secure.

In glancing at the calendar of events for our last term in 2019 it is possible to believe there are more than 24 hours 
in a day or maybe that is just wishful thinking! We have a kaleidoscope of activities to complete our year on a high 
note. I recommend keeping your calendar close at all times. Whilst these exciting activities are what make school life 
special for our students, Term Four is a time of completion; a time for students to consolidate their skills and strive to 
finish the year achieving the best results possible. 

Our ELC learners will be beginning their transition program to ensure they are prepared for Foundation and our Year 
Five students will begin their transition program to ensure they are ready for Year Six or perhaps I should say, is the 
Middle School ready for them!

For the school leadership team, Term Four is a time for planning for 2020 and looking ahead. To that end if you have 
any ideas or initiatives regarding next year please feel free to email me or your child’s teacher or make an appoint-
ment to share your thoughts.

The Junior School is set to make the most of this term  - to be the best we can be - to maximise our learning, opti-
mise the results of our diagnostic testing and finish the year with strong academic standards.

This week the Junior School wished Year 12 good luck in their exams with a song, a card and some study tips  - it is 
always wonderful to join together as a whole school to support each other.

Year 2 have experienced life as a camper! Spending the night at school with a number of teachers - a school 
sleepover no less! The fun and games, learning to set up a tent - and dismantle a tent - sometimes just finding the 
right piece of equipment or clothing can be a challenge!! A wonderful adventure for our Year 2 students.

Term 4 Best Practice - I have spoken with all the Junior School students as regards our Term 4 theme - 

 To be the best we can be- every day!!
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Grade of The Week Year 1

• Learners need to be in correct school uniform - wearing the right uniform creates the right mindset 
   for best learning.
• The correct uniform also includes the school hat - all students must have a hat on to play -whether  
   they are playing under cover or on the field - in 2020 the school hat will be compulsory for all students.
• Ensure your child can be independent by being - 
        › aware of their weekly plan
        › organised in terms of drop off and pick up routines 
        › clear in terms of their CCA
        › punctual every day
        › prepared to meet our RECIPE values every day.

How you can help…...

A thought for today
“I can and I will - watch me!”
Carrie Green ( Founder of the Female Entrepreneur Association)

Inquiry - A New Planet

In Year 1, we have been continuing to work hard as inquisitive research scientists. Our latest inquiry led us to focus 
our attention on the essential needs for survival on a planet. We considered a hypothetical scenario where Earth was 
running out of resources and, at some particular point in the future, would be unable to sustain the entire human 
population. Our solution was to find a ‘New Earth’ out there in Space. But what should we be looking for in a new 
planet? First, we had to determine what it was about Earth that made it suitable for life.

The research was carried out in research teams. Each member of the 
team had a role to play to ensure efficiency in the research process. Us-
ing iPads to watch videos and read articles, teams collected information, 
wrote research notes and drew labelled diagrams. In addition to learning 
an enormous amount about the composition of Earth and the importance 
of animals and plants for human survival, our research skills signifi-
cantly improved throughout the process. As Visible Learners, we learned 
through reflecting on our efforts and recognising where we could make 
adjustments to our practice. Sharing research experiences amongst the 
teams enabled us to maximise our learning along the way and continually upgrade our research efforts.
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The Year 1 Kindness Tree

In Year 1, we have spent much time dis-
cussing the importance of the School’s 
RECIPE values. We feel that if there was 
one word that encapsulates all of these 
values, that word might be ‘kindness’. 
We love kindness! So much so that our 
‘kindness tree’ is growing wildly and 
beginning to overtake the ground floor. 
As you may remember, the kindness 
tree began steadily growing earlier in 
the year, leaf-by-leaf, with each leaf 
describing an observed act of kindness. 
Since then, the kindness tree has begun 
growing two of Malaysia’s most wonder-
fully famous, perhaps infamous, fruits: 
durian and mangosteen. Fear not, these 
fruits neither smell nor stain! Each piece, 
instead, describes some ways in which 
we can show kindness to ourselves. Such ideas have included the practice of mindfulness while others speak of the 
importance of a healthy diet, regular exercise and quality sleep. Be sure to come and pick up some ideas to add a 
touch more kindness to your own day!

Art - Eye Spy

Art is always a magical time of the week in 
Year 1. Being creatives, we love expressing 
our ideas and putting our creations on show 
for the enjoyment of others. Art lessons help 
us to develop the knowledge and skills to 
express our creativity in greater depth. In 
our most recent art lessons, we explored the 
element of colour. We learned about primary 
colours, and how they are mixed to create 
secondary colours. In the activity, called ‘Eye 
Spy’, we drew large eyes and then divided 
the iris into six segments: three for primary 
colours and three for secondary colours. 
Additionally, we used white paint to tint each 
colour, creating a light to dark blend. We 
brought these eyes to life by adding eyelashes 
and a reflection spot to the pupil. They look 
absolutely wonderful!
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Middle and Senior Schools
Ivan McLean, Head of Middle and Senior Schools

Joe Cheun - Outstanding Achievements in Mathematics

Congratulations to Joe Cheun in Year 8 who, after achieving a Gold Medal at 
the Asian Science & Maths Olympiad (ASMO) National Level 2019 competi-
tion, has been invited to represent Malaysia at the International Asian Maths 
Olympiad to be held in China in November 2019. 

Further, in the recent Kangaroo Mathematics Competition, there were three 
rounds from which only the highest performing students were invited to 
participate in the advanced rounds. Joe received a Gold Medal in the first 
round and a High Distinction in the second round which saw him progress to 
the third round. In the third round, Joe was placed third in his division which 
is indeed an impressive performance competing against the finest mathe-
maticians in Malaysia.

Welcome to all students, staff and families for Term 4. I hope all of our families had a relaxing break over the past 
weeks. It is always joyous to return to school to see students full of energy and smiles, as well as parents. I also 
extend a very warm welcome to all of the new families who have joined us this term and trust that the transition of 
your children into our school will be enjoyable. Homeroom teachers should be in contact with you early next week to 
ensure that your child is settling well.

We have a very busy term ahead and it is important for students to be planning their time. The assessment calendars 
for Semester Two are available on the link I sent out earlier this year. If you need another copy of the link, please let 
me know.

Term 4 is a significant term for summative assessment. There will be an examination block held in Weeks 5 and 6 for 
students in Years 6 to 10. It is important to ensure that this is a time for student focus and engagement. No additional 
school activities will take place the week prior to examinations.

Year 12 students start their HSC written examination period on Thursday of Week 2. I wish them all the very best as 
they complete this important set of examinations. Support from staff will continue to be offered to students up to and 
between examinations, if needed. 

At our special Year 12 Assembly this week, the Year 1 students offered some sage advice for study tips:

• Go to bed at 9pm
• Don’t make silly answers
• Don’t call out the answers
• Calm Down (Family time too)
• If you don’t know, press the “I don’t know” button
• If you don’t know, use lips, the fish and chunky monkey
• Eat your fruit, vege’s and yoghurt!
• Don’t show your answers
• Don’t give up

These are pretty reliable tips (mostly!) Thank you to all of the Junior School for their well wishes to the Year 12s.

Reports

The reports for Year 11 Preliminary HSC will be released to the parent portal at the end of Week 3. Please contact the 
School if you have any problems accessing the reports on the portal. Year 6 to 10 Final Reports will be released at or 
around the time of the last day of the School Year, namely Friday 6 December 2019.

• Don’t rush - take your time
• Practise your answers
• Have integrity
• Stay off social media
• Only use words you know
• Stay focused
• Make sensible guesses
• Check your answers
• Grab working out paper if you are stuck
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Sports Corner
Kim Bradley, MSS Co-curricular activities (CCA) Coordinator
Ivan Yoong, Junior School Co-curricular activities (CCA) Coordinator

2019 Singha IWWF Asian Waterski & Watersports Championships

Congratulations to Ariana Eimer on her recent success in wakeboarding. She competed against wakeboarders from 
China, Japan and Korea. Ariana finished in 5th place in the finals in the open Womens category. Well done Ari!

Triathlon

We are very excited at AISM that some of our students participated in two triathlons during the holidays. We are 
pleased to share with you these results, including our podium finishers. Please find results and some photos in the 
links below.

The Everly Putrajaya Duathlon 2019

Name Position

Max Chevelev 2nd Place Mens Open

Michaella Widjaya Champion 10-12 years old Girls

Gabriella Widjaya 2nd Place 7-9 years old Girls

Rafaella Widjaya Champion Under 6 Girls
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MAD Aquathlon Port Dickson 2019

Name Position

Max Chevelev 3rd Place Mens Junior

Michaella Widjaya 2nd Place 10-12 years old Girls
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Upcoming Sports Events

ISAC Cross Country 2019

Attention students who have signed up for this event. Details:

Date: Saturday 19 October 2019
Time: 7:00am to 10:00am
Venue: MARDI, Jalan Teknologi,43400 Serdang, Selangor
Cost: Free
Transport: Own Arrangements
Uniform: School PE Uniform. Jersey to be provided
              at the venue
Distances: 1.5km(Under 9, 10 & 11), 3km (Under 13 & 15), 
                  5km (Over 15)

Upcoming ISAC Matches Term 4

Date Game Venue

Saturday 12 October BOYS Soccer: Under 13 BSKL

Saturday 12 October BOYS Soccer: Under 15 KLASS- Equine Park

Saturday 12 October GIRLS Soccer: Under 15 ELC

Monday 14 October BOYS Volleyball: Under 18 KLASS - Equine Park

Monday 14 October BOYS Volleyball: Under 15 MKIS

Saturday 19 October ISAC Cross Country - Under 9,10, 11, 13,15 & Open MARDI

Friday 1 November GIRLS Volleyball ISKL

Saturday 9 November Sporty Girls Netball Alice Smith School (JS)

Saturday 23 November BOYS Basketball: Under 11 BSKL

Saturday 23 November GIRLS Basketball: Under 11 KLASS

Friday 29 November Primary ISAC Swimming ISKL

Saturday 30 November Secondary ISAC Swimming ISKL

Monday 2 December BOYS Basketball: Under 18 AISM

Any late changes for games will be advertised through future newsletters and student bulletins.
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Others

Parents Association

PA Agenda And Constitution Amendment Meeting

The next PA meeting will be preceded by a small meeting to amend the PA constitution. Please come and add your 
voice and your vote. As always, everyone is welcome. The current PA Committee is finalising its work, but there are 
still plenty of important decisions to be made at the end of the year, such as where to invest the Association funds. 
Coffee and biscuits will be served, as usual, at the beginning of the meeting and the Principal and Heads of Schools 
will be there at the end to share school news.

Agenda for the PA meeting and the drafted amendments to the Constitution, to be commented/changed/voted at the 
meeting.

Agenda for the next PA meeting:

8.50 Coffee and biscuits
9.15 Amendment of the constitution (see the drafts below)
9.30 PA Meeting
1. Treasury Report
2. Events this term
3. Workshops and Talks
4. Upcoming AGM
5. The Green Team and Icy Poles

Sections of the constitution to which an amendment is being proposed:

1. No gift policy

4.1 f) Members of the PAC shall not receive any remunerations or any benefit in kind by reason of their position in the 
Association.

6.3 a) The assets and income of the Association shall be applied solely to further the aims of the Association as de-
scribed in section 2 of this constitution.

New clause which creates an exception for what is read in 6.3 a)

6.3 c) Exceptionally, when a senior or a long service staff leaves or retires, such as the Principal and Heads of School, 
the Parent Association funds can be used to purchase a farewell gift. The purchase will be decided at a PA meeting, 
subject to approval by majority of votes, and the amount will be limited to a maximum of (… to be decided also at the 
meeting) for the Principal and to a maximum of (… to be decided also at the meeting) for a Head of School.

2. Constitution changes

9. Any changes to this constitution, made in order to update its function or make it more efficient, requires a majority 
vote from the PA, in a properly convened meeting, with a quorum of at least 2/3 of the PAC and at least 6 other PA 
members that are not PAC members. 

New clause that creates an added step to the approval of changes
“The approved text will then be made available to the larger community using all the available communication tools - 
as described in section 8 - for a trial period of three weeks. In the said time frame, the amendment can be contested 
by a number of votes that totals the amount of votes that lead to its approval plus one, in which case it will have to be 
subject to new proposal and follow the same approval process here described.”
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Sharing Of The Constitution

For your interest we have shared the PA constitution .We hope you are thinking about taking on a role in 2020! It’s 
work, but fun and rewarding. And hey, we’ll be there to support you. We’re leaving the podium but staying in the 
scene, making sure we’re an arm's length away if you need help and support. This explains the roles and resposibili-
ties of the PA.

Click here to read the PA Constitution

https://www.aism.edu.my/sites/default/files/Newsletter/Newsletter2019/Issue16/Final%20version%20PA%20Constitution-Issue16-2019.pdf











